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FREE Print and Use Tools: Activities, 
Worksheets, & More! 

http://www.schoolfamily.com/print-
and-use-tools?position=top

Summer Learning Activities                                                                    
http://www.carsondellosa.com/summer-learning-activities

Free Activities for Kids                                                   
http://www.familyfunshop.com/activitiesresources.htm

Elementary Learning Activities               
http://www.familyfunshop.com/educationlearningactivities.htm

http://www.schoolfamily.com/print-and-use-tools?position=top
http://www.carsondellosa.com/summer-learning-activities
http://www.familyfunshop.com/activitiesresources.htm
http://www.familyfunshop.com/educationlearningactivities.htm


Family Resources                                                                        
http://familyfunshop.com/resources.htm

Summer Learning Activities Workbooks              
http://www.familyfunshop.com/educationlearningactivities.htm

Free Printable Activities                                      
http://www.familyfunshop.com/activitiesresources.htm

Educational Learning Games to Buy                                                  
http://www.educationallearninggames.com/

National Geographic Kids Activity Site                                                                                       
This site includes coloring books and science experiments plus lots of fun information 
about animals and places around the world. 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/kids/activities

http://familyfunshop.com/resources.htm
http://www.familyfunshop.com/educationlearningactivities.htm
http://www.familyfunshop.com/activitiesresources.htm
http://www.educationallearninggames.com/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/kids/activities


Kids Online Activities
This site has fun activities, online games for kids ages 5-14. There is a place for your 
child to write their own story and post it online plus there are spelling, math, reading 
and writing activities. There are also activities for kids with ADHD and learning 
disabilities. http://www.edbydesign.com/kidsact.html

To post the story online, register here: 
http://www.edbydesign.com/storyteller/signup.html

Kids Gardening (Safety) 

http://www.kidsgardening.com/family.asp

Education.com

http://www.education.com/activity/all-grades/all-topics/

Indoor Activities

www.parentsconnect.com/activities

http://www.edbydesign.com/kidsact.html
http://www.edbydesign.com/storyteller/signup.html
http://www.kidsgardening.com/family.asp
http://www.education.com/activity/all-grades/all-topics/
http://www.parentsconnect.com/activities


Learning Disability Info
www.Smartkidswithld.org

Additional Websites
www.funtrain.com

www.kidzone.com

www.readinga-z.com

http://www.kidsturncentral.com/summer/summerfun.htm

http://pbskids.org

http://discoverykids.com/explore/

Technology Spelling Practice
Spelling City- http://spellingcity.com

http://www.smartkidswithld.org/
http://www.funtrain.com/
http://www.kidzone.com/
http://www.readinga-z.com/
http://www.kidsturncentral.com/summer/summerfun.htm
http://pbskids.org/
http://discoverykids.com/explore/
http://spellingcity.com/


http://www.bookitprogram.com/summer/printables/websites-and-mags.pdf



http://www.ourkidsmagazine.com/find-a-kid-camp-in-san-antonio/

http://www.ourkidsmagazine.com/find-a-kid-camp-in-san-antonio/


http://www.carsondellosa.com/summer-
learning-activities

http://www.carsondellosa.com/summer-learning-activities


www.readwritethink.org

http://www.readwritethink.org/


readwritethink Example 

www.readwritethink.org

http://www.readwritethink.org/


pbskids.org/plumlanding





Kids' Funny Reactions to having to do homework 
over the summer!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ai9BWcOLgrE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ai9BWcOLgrE




Regression
• Loss of learned skills; usually after breaks in instruction;

• Some regression is normal in all children.

• In some instances, however, students are profoundly affected 
by lapses in instruction. These students may be unable to store 
concepts in their long-term memory in a way that can be easily 
recalled. The amount of instruction they need to recover or 
“recoup” their abilities may be longer than other students need, 
and they may need additional instruction to catch up. 



Facts related to Summer Regression
• All students experience learning losses 

when they do not engage in educational 
activities during the summer. 

• On average, students lose approximately 
2.6 months of grade level equivalency in 
mathematical computation skills during the 
summer months.



Facts related to Summer Regression
• Research spanning 100 years shows that students typically 

score lower on standardized tests at the end of summer 
vacation than they do on the same tests at the beginning of 
the summer. 

• Children lose more than academic knowledge over the 
summer. Most children—particularly children at high risk of 
obesity—gain weight more rapidly when they are out of 
school during summer break.

• Parents consistently cite summer as the most difficult time to 
ensure that their children have productive things to do.  



Important Facts 
• Only approximately 10% of students nationwide 

participate in summer school or attend schools with non-
traditional calendars.

• 56% of students want to be involved in a summer 
program that “helps kids keep up with schoolwork or 
prepare for the next grade. 

• Research shows that teachers typically spend between 
4-6 weeks re-teaching material that students have 
forgotten over the summer. 



Summer Learning 
• Remember summer is for relaxing, taking some 

time off, and just being a kid. 
• The trick is to balance fun with learning! 

• Keep it simple, fun, and stimulating. 
• Let the kids have choices of things that interest 

them. Giving them the choice (if it’s 
appropriate) helps them feel in control.  



How much is enough?
• To help children obtain the intended benefit of 

summer instruction, it should not be turned into a 
burdensome task that consumes all of their free 
time. 

• The goal is to get them to use their knowledge 
enough to retain it through the summer. 

• Quality is as important as quantity when it comes 
to summer learning.  



Keep a Routine 
• Kids need routine—that’s the one thing that keeps 

them grounded and makes them feel safe.

• It’s okay to loosen the routine over the summer, with 
later bed times and alternate meal times, etc. 

• It’s important to return to the school time schedule 
about a week before school starts to ease back into 
the transition of school and reduce stress. 



YOU get 
to be the 
teacher 
NOW!

Are You 
Ready? 



What does your child love? 
• Start by working off your child’s interests. Find the things 

that your child is passionate about, and build learning 
experiences around them. The wonderful thing about 
this kind of learning is that your child gets to do what 
really interests them, without any restrictions. 

• Older kids: find topic and go to library for books to read, 
talk about it, watch movies about the topic, take a trip 
that relates to the topic if you are able to. 

• Younger kids: find books, take a trip, do craft projects, 
find movement activities, etc. 



How can I keep my kids learning during 
the summer? Is there a way to do this 

and still have fun? 
• The KEY: disguise it as FUN! 
• Don’t tell your kids they will be learning, or 

they may rebel. If you make it fun, your kids 
won’t even realize that they are learning. 

• Let your child take charge of his/her 
learning experiences! 



Summer Learning Brainstorming for Parents 

Make a Plan! 

Determine what learning skills your child 
needs to work on over the summer, and 
record them on this chart.

Download here: 

https://www.familyeducation.com/printables/learning-
disabilities-printables/summer-learning-brainstorming-
form-parents



• Contracts to get your child interested in summer learning which will help him/her reach his/her summer learning 
goals and get prepared for the next school year. 

• Record creative and innovative ways in which your child wished to learn new skills over the summer. 

• Think about your child’s goals for summer learning, and ask him/her to record the potential obstacles and 
possible solutions. 

https://www.familyeducation.com/school-learning/summer-learning

https://www.familyeducation.com/school-learning/summer-learning


Print out this contract to get your child 
interested in a summer learning program. 
Help him reach his summer learning goals 
and get prepared for the next school year. 

Use this printable sheet to record the 
creative and innovative ways in which your 
child wishes to learn new skills over the 
course of the summer



Print out this contract to get your child 
interested in a summer learning program. 
Help him reach his summer learning goals 
and get prepared for the next school year. 

Think about your child's goals for summer 
learning, and ask him to record the potential 
obstacles and possible solutions. 



Print out and have your child sign this 
summer learning contract to help him reach 
his summer learning goals and get prepared 
for the next school year.

Record the obstacles that might stand in the 
way of your child's summer learning 
program, and think about how to prevent 
them from interfering with the program. 



READING
When a parent 
enjoys reading to a 
child, the child is 
more apt to enjoy 
listening and talking 
about books. 

Children learn 
experientially from 
others. 



• Strong reading skills are at the base of any 
good education, and if you teach your kids to 
like reading, the chances are higher that they 
may sail through school with ease. 

• Working a reading regime into summer break 
will make for an easier transition back to school 
in the fall and maybe even foster some 
academic progress. 



Reading Slumps 
• Regardless of whether your child is a 

reluctant reader or has a reading disability, 
additional techniques must be employed. 

Suggestions:



• Communicate with your child. Talk to them about things that interest them. 

• Connect reading with your child’s passion.

• When your child asks a question, respond with a question; this will help them 
figure out the answer.

• After reading a book, incorporate an activity that shows them reading can be 
active and appealing. 

• Find time to read as a family. This could include a family book club or just sitting 
and reading for 20-30 minutes a day. If you have a reluctant reader, start with a 
shorter time limit. 

• Allow them to read a book and then watch the movie. Allowing them to compare 
the two will help them visualize what is going on in the books as well as show 
them that books are filled with many more details. 



Reading aloud is one of the most 
important things parents can do with 
their children. Reading aloud builds 
many important foundational skills, 
introduces vocabulary, provides a 

model of fluent, expressive reading, and 
helps children recognize what reading 

for pleasure is all about.

http://www.startwithabook.org/reading-aloud#readaloudtips

http://www.startwithabook.org/reading-aloud%23readaloudtips


Reading aloud helps babies and young children learn comprehension and improves listening skills.

Older kids can experience books outside of their reading level, and you can introduce new topics when you read to 
them.

Adults can even get in on the fun with the rise in popularity and availability of audiobooks.

Children who enjoy being read to at a young age tend to become invested readers later in life. They associate reading 
with enjoyment and continue to build on those foundational skills.

Books expose children to more structured, formal grammar over everyday speech. It also improves vocabulary for 
children just learning to talk.

Reading aloud to your children prepares them for school and beyond. A child’s vocabulary at just three years old is 
already a strong indicator of reading ability and comprehension at age nine.**

http://www.bookitprogram.com/parents/wrad.asp

http://www.bookitprogram.com/redzone/100
greatreadalouds.asp

http://www.bookitprogram.com/parents/wrad.asp
http://www.bookitprogram.com/redzone/100greatreadalouds.asp


Other Ideas….



•Make it a game--cuddling over a book shows your child that you’re his biggest fan. But it’s hard not to 
step in quickly when he struggles. What to do instead? Talk to him about the story to help him work it out. Discuss the pictures, hunt for 
words he knows, or ask him if the story reminds him of an event that’s happened to him. Also help your child pinpoint where he’s gone 
wrong—see if he can spot the little word inside the larger one (“at” inside “hat”). 

•Go to the dog(s)--reading to a dog can boost a child’s skills. How so? Because dogs are non-
judgmental—they can’t criticize and they can’t correct—so kids feel safe reading aloud to them. If you don’t have a dog, ask a friend if 
you and your child can dog-sit or see if your local library offers a program where kids can read to specially trained therapy dogs. “Kids 
learn best by teaching someone else. So, whether they read to the puppy, the guinea pig, or Grandma over Skype, the unconditional 
positive feedback they receive will make them feel better about themselves.” 

•Get crafty--crafty—add a few books you make together to the reading rotation. Your DIY book can be about trucks, 
pets, or another interest. Start with a few words on a page, a favorite photo on each page, and a simple title—My Animal Book. You can 
publish it on the web…How does homemade hone fluency? Reading about the familiar is fun. Plus, repetition builds up the brain’s 
reading circuitry. “Every time you point to a word in the story, it reinforces the connection between symbols on the page and the sound 
and meaning of the word. 

•Shorten sessions--new readers can easily get overwhelmed. Use a timer to gradually lengthen 
reading sessions  once you determine how long your child can last. It’s like gently stretching a rubber band without snapping it. If your 
child knows he only has 15 minutes to read, he’ll be more focused and engaged—and the spurts will be more productive.” 

•Look past books--new readers can easily get overwhelmed. Use a timer to gradually lengthen reading 
sessions  once you determine how long your child can last. It’s like gently stretching a rubber band without snapping it. If your child 
knows he only has 15 minutes to read, he’ll be more focused and engaged—and the spurts will be more productive.” 



Research shows that kids without access to summer learning opportunities lose up to one month of grade level 
equivalency. Beat the “summer slide” by downloading and printing our summer activities that will keep your kids 
reading throughout the summer months. Using our summer activities, your kids are one step closer to beating 
the slide, setting them up for another successful school year.

http://www.bookitprogram.com/summer

http://www.bookitprogram.com/summer


Reading is Fundamental (RIF)
• According to RIF, children who do not read over the summer experience a 

loss of reading fluency and comprehension skills.

• Students who engage in summertime reading actually gain skills.

• Research also shows that students who have not engaged in summer 
learning score lower on standardized tests at the end of summer break than 
they do on the exact same test at the end of the previous school year. 

• In math students lose approximately 2.6 years of grade level equivalency 
over the summer if they are not stimulated. 



Reading is Fundamental (RIF)
• In a 2014 survey of just over 1,000 children ages 6 to 17, only 31 percent said 

they read a book for fun almost daily, down from 37 percent four years ago.

Study Finds Reading to Children of All Ages Grooms 
Them to Read More on Their Own 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/08/us/study-finds-reading-to-children-of-all-ages-
grooms-them-to-read-more-on-their-own.html?_r=1

“A lot of parents assume that once kids begin to read independently, that now that 
is the best thing for them to do,” said Maggie McGuire, the vice president for a 
website for parents operated by Scholastic.

But reading aloud through elementary school seemed to be connected to a love of 
reading generally. According to the report, 41 percent of frequent readers ages 6 to 
10 were read aloud to at home, while only 13 percent of infrequent readers were 
being read to.

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/08/us/study-finds-reading-to-children-of-all-ages-grooms-them-to-read-more-on-their-own.html?_r=1


Key Features 

http://www.rif.org/

http://www.rif.org/


Reading Activity Calendars
http://www.rif.org/literacy-resources/calendars/

• Ages birth to 5
• Ages 6 and above 
• English and Spanish 

http://www.rif.org/literacy-resources/calendars/


http://www.rif.org/about-us/read-for-
success/summer-learning/

http://www.rif.org/about-us/read-for-success/summer-learning/


Wondering what to do with your child today? Whether you’re at home, at school, or out 
running errands, use the Reading Activity Calendar to find fun, simple ways to make 
reading a part of your every day life. Flip through the calendar above for ideas, activities, 
and silly holidays to celebrate together. The calendar is available in Spanish and in a 
printable version.

http://pbskids.org/island/activities/calendar/

http://pbskids.org/island/activities/calendar/


http://www.colorincolorado.org/reading-tip-sheets-parents

PK—3rd Grade 
English and Spanish 

http://www.colorincolorado.org/reading-tip-sheets-parents


• Make an alphabet poster 
with your child. Print the 
letters in large type and let 
your child draw pictures. 

• Record your child reading a 
book and replay it so that 
they can listen to 
themselves. Repeat this 
activity so that your children 
can listen to themselves 
improve. 

• Play reading tag by choosing 
a book with many words that 
your child knows. Each time 
you want your child to read a 
word, tap him on the 
shoulder. 



Volunteer Reading 
• Is there an elderly relative, a neighbor, or a 

younger friend your child can read to over the 
summer? Reading for an audience is a different 
experience than reading independently. 

• Your child will build confidence in his reading 
skills and feel good about giving of his time to 
someone else. 



Library 
• Free air conditioning! 
• All of the books you and your children can 

carry! 
• Summer Reading Programs
• Reading Incentive Programs 



Library 
• The library, of course, is an excellent resource for a lot of books. Kids 

read more often when they own books instead of just temporarily 
borrowing them. Books can be quite expensive though—how can you 
afford to allow your child to choose his own books and allow him to 
buy them? 

• Yard Sales & Thrift Stores—buy cheap books!
• A great thing about getting books at yard sales & thrift stores is that 

you can turn this, too, into a summertime learning experience for your 
kids. Give them a set amount of money that they have to spend, and 
have them budget their money to buy the books that they want to 
buy. This will help teach them about the value of money and about 
how we all have to set limits on our spending. 



TIPS



Reading Interests
• Again, what is your child interested in? If it’s 

sports, subscribe to Sports Illustrated for Kids. If 
your child wants to be a veterinarian, go to the 
library and check out books on animals. 

• If your child will only read a certain series of 
books, that’s okay; at least they are reading. Don’t 
turn up your nose at your child’s choice of books; it 
can discourage reading.  



Reading TIPS
• It’s perfectly acceptable for your child to read 

books he’s already read. In fact, one of the 
fastest ways to build reading fluency is to read 
a book slightly below grade level, three times. 

• Not sure if a book is too difficult? Use the 5 
finger rule. If your child mispronounces 5 or 
more words on a page, the book is too hard for 
him. 



Reading TIPS
• Magazines are often the way to get reluctant 

readers on the page. Even magazines about 
video games require reading! 

• Subscribe to publications like American Girl, 
Boys’ Quest, National Geographic World, 
Nickelodeon, or Ranger Rick and put the 
subscription in your child’s name. 



Reading TIPS
• Most children love comic books and they are a 

great way to ease into reading more traditional 
books. 

• Many novels now come in comic book form and 
kids love them! No wonder books like Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid are more popular than ever. 



Reading 
• Get a book they really love on CD or audiobook 

and have them read along. Look for popular 
bestsellers the other kids are reading, and have 
the kids read along with the story. Listening to a 
competent reader while following text is one way to 
bolster a struggling reader’s skills. 

• Additionally, reading with your child up to middle 
school level is a way to bond and develop a mutual 
interest, especially during the dramatic middle 
school years. 



http://www.startwithabook.org/



• Water writer: Using a pail of water and a brush, have kids write words on the blacktop or sidewalk.

• Sell summer: Tell kids: Try a new product or activity and write about it. How would you describe it? Would 
you recommend it? Create an advertisement to sell it to others.

• Plan a trip: Have kids use the Internet, travel guidebooks, brochures, and maps to plan a dream day, 
weekend, week, or month-long trip.

• Summer sleuth: Have kids follow a story in a newspaper during the summer, or investigate a local story 
(e.g., an upcoming fair). Tell kids: Write about the event as it unfolds so that you have it documented from 
start to finish.

• Play it: Take an adventure book with a clear plot (The Phantom Tollbooth, Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory, etc.) and invent a board game based on it.

• Comic strip: Write a comic strip about a fictional character or yourself. See how long you can keep the strip 
going. Read classic comics for inspiration.



Some children have little trouble with the mechanics of reading but struggle to identify key points in a story and 
understand its themes. Posing questions and helping your child engage more deeply with what they’re reading 
will help sharpen their comprehension skills.

•Mental movies. Ask your child to visualize the scene in the story you’re reading to help them link words with 
imagery, suggests educational psychologist Melanie West. Read a few paragraphs to your child, then ask how 
they picture the scene. If they have trouble visualizing it, look back at the text and help them find descriptive 
words and phrases. Ask them to imagine and describe how the scene might appear in a movie. Have paper and 
markers on hand in case they want to sketch her mental image.

•What happens next? After reading a few paragraphs of a story, ask your child if they can predict what is going 
to happen next. What will happen if the rabbit steals the carrots? Will the farmer catch the rabbit? How will the 
story end? If the book has pictures, encourage your child to look at them carefully for clues.

•Reading with purpose. Help your child practice reading with a particular goal in mind. For example, before your 
child begins reading a chapter of a book, pose a question or two, so they can look for answers as they read. For 
example, “When you’re finished with this chapter, tell me two things the main character says to his dog.” Or ask 
what time of year a particular story takes place. Does your child think it’s summer or winter? How can they tell?



Fluency is the ability to read a text 
accurately and smoothly. The absolute best 
way to improve fluency is to read aloud 
with your child, says Landmark School’s 
Robert Kahn. “That one to one time is the 
key.” When your child reads aloud to you, 
they get reading practice, and when you 
read aloud to them, you’re modeling 
fluency. That’s not all: the shared 
experience helps your child create positive 
associations with reading.

•Ham it up. Take turns reading with your child. You can alternate page by page or 
character by character. When it’s your turn, read with expression, and encourage your 
child to do the same. Let your inner ham shine!

•Make your own audiobook. Practice reading a favorite story with your child until they 
feel comfortable and familiar with it. Then, fire up the audio recorder on your cell phone 
or computer and record the results. Play the recording back so your child can hear how 
they sound, and then do it again until they’re happy with the result. When you have a 
polished version, present it as a gift to a friend or grandparent – and be sure to save a 
copy for yourself!

http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/summer-reading-activities-for-learning-disabilities/

http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/summer-reading-activities-for-learning-disabilities/


Audiobooks 
• If your child has a diagnosed learning disability, 

you can subscribe to Recordings for the Blind 
and Dyslexic, now known as Learning Ally. It 
provides access to the nation’s largest 
audiobook library of textbooks and literature 
titles. 

http://www.learningally.org/

http://www.learningally.org/


$135
Assistance 
Program 
available



https://www.bookshare.org/

https://www.bookshare.org/






Tumblebooks 
http://tumblebooks.com/

Check with your public library or school! 

http://tumblebooks.com/


http://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/summer-reading/_/N-rs9

Kids Earn a Free Book! 

For more information, go to: 



http://www.scholastic.com/summer/2017/

http://www.scholastic.com/summer/2017/




http://www.pta.org/programs/familyreading.cfm?ItemNumber=4735&navItemNumber=4766

Research shows that when families read together, learning happens and memories are made that 
last a lifetime. Try these simple ideas that parents can use to help their children become better 
readers.

Make reading fun. You can reinforce reading skills whenever you play a game by helping your 
child sound out new words. Writing words in sand or on a plate of sugar. Practicing spelling words 
while jumping rope or swirling a hula hoop. Take turns adding to a story the two of you make up 
while riding in a car or bus. Invite friends over to host a book club for kids -- or play karaoke using 
favorite music lyrics. Let your kids be cooks for a day. Have them find recipes they’d like to try, shop 
with them to get the ingredients and then help them prepare the family meal!

Use PTA’s Family Reading Experience activities at home. Download these fun activities to 
reinforce the domains of reading with your children.

http://www.pta.org/programs/familyreading.cfm?ItemNumber=4735&navItemNumber=4766


Technology Reading Resources

1. Starfall- http://starfall.com
2. Gamegoo- http://www.earobics.com/gamegoo/gooey.html
3. Childtopia- http://www.childtopia.com/
4. Knowledge Box- http://www.knowledgebox.com/kbkids.htm
5. Get Ready to Read-
http://www.getreadytoread.org/content/view/101/317/
6. Into the Book- http://www.getreadytoread.org/content/view/101/317/
7. Roy the Zebra- http://www.roythezebra.com/index.html
8. Fable Vision- http://www.fablevision.com/place/index.html
9. North Star- http://www.fablevision.com/northstar/
10. Mighty Books- http://www.mightybook.com/
11. Super Why- http://pbskids.org/superwhy/index.html
12. Book Adventure- http://bookadventure.com/
13. Toon University- http://www.toonuniversity.com/g_cat_m.asp
14.Kidz Club- http://www.kizclub.com/level1.htm
15. Speakaboos- http://www.speakaboos.com/



Reading Lists 



Summer Reading List Slideshows                                                     
http://www.schoolfamily.com/summer-learning

http://www.readkiddoread.com/reviews

http://www.teenreads.com/teenread
scom-ultimate-reading-list

http://www.schoolfamily.com/summer-learning
http://www.readkiddoread.com/reviews
http://www.teenreads.com/teenreadscom-ultimate-reading-list


Summer Reading Lists by Grade Level

http://www.education.com/seasonal/summer-reading/

https://www.verywell.com/summer-learning-activities-620961

http://childrensbooks.about.com/od/forparents/tp/summer_reading.htm

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/required-reading-
for-kids-and-teens

http://www.summerreadingnys.org/kids/kids-booklists/

http://www.summerreadingnys.org/teens/teens-booklists/

http://www.education.com/seasonal/summer-reading/
https://www.verywell.com/summer-learning-activities-620961
http://childrensbooks.about.com/od/forparents/tp/summer_reading.htm
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/required-reading-for-kids-and-teens
http://www.summerreadingnys.org/kids/kids-booklists/
http://www.summerreadingnys.org/teens/teens-booklists/


Association for Library Service to Children 
Summer Reading Lists

• ALSC's Quicklists Consulting Committee has updated our Summer Reading 
Lists with new and exciting titles!

• The lists are full of book titles to keep children engaged in reading 
throughout the summer. Four Summer Reading book lists are available for 
Birth-Preschool, K-2nd, 3rd- 5th and 6th-8th grade students.

• Each list is available to download for free. Lists can be customized to include 
library information, summer hours and summer reading programs for 
children before making copies available to schools and patrons.

• Customizable! 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-
resources/book-lists/2016-summer-reading-list

http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/book-lists/2016-summer-reading-list


http://www.bookitprogram.com/summer/default.asp

http://www.bookitprogram.com/summer/default.asp


http://www.bookitprogram.com/summer/default.asp

http://www.bookitprogram.com/summer/default.asp


• Clip out an interesting news story and cut the paragraphs apart. Ask your child to 
read the paragraphs and put them in order. 

• Ask your child to read a short editorial printed in your local newspaper and to 
underline all the facts with a green pencil and all the opinions with an orange pencil. 

• Pictures fascinate children of all ages. Clip pictures in the newspaper.  Ask your child 
to tell you about the picture or list adjectives to describe the picture. 

Newspaper 
Activities



“Conversations—oral language—provide a foundation for 
children's reading, writing, and vocabulary. Make time to chat 
every day. Ask about the day’s events and share your own 
experiences. Whether at the dinner table, at breakfast, or 
before bedtime, these moments reinforce the emotional 
health of a child.” 

~Gabriel Miller, vice president of education and literacy programs at Reading is Fundamental 



Vocabulary Tips 
• While talking:

– Ask open-ended questions to illicit discussion.
• What do you think….?
• How do you think….?
• Why do you think….?

• Use Synonyms
– “really big” = “extremely large”

• When children are introduced to synonyms on a regular basis, they 
are given opportunities to practice using their inference skills to figure 
out language on their own, and they are also allowed opportunities to 
become familiar and comfortable with a wide range of words. 



Vocabulary Tips 
• While reading:

– Stop and think about what you just read. Say things 
like, “Hmm..I wonder why the author used the word 
enormous to describe the mountain?” The mountain 
is really, really big. I guess the word enormous 
means “really big.” 

– Ask questions: “Why do you think he described 
that as being gigantic? What do you think gigantic 
means?” 



Vocabulary Tips 
• Use new and interesting words to describe daily summer activities.
• Talk about the things you see during summer day trips.
• Introduce new words when describing the summer weather.
• Discuss summer adventures you and the kids could experience 

together. 
• Read books with interesting words related to the beach or other 

summer destinations. 
• Read books with descriptions of summer activities in different parts of 

the world. 
• Talk about and describe places around the world that you and the 

children could visit on a summer vacation. 



Building a strong vocabulary, including a wide variety of descriptive words, will help your 
child improve their reading skills as they encounter increasingly complex texts. You can 
play these simple games on your summer road trip or when you’re hanging out at home.

“What’s another word for….?” Your child gets points for every synonym they can come up with. 
Ask your child, for example, “What’s another word for couch?” They’ll likely suggest ‘sofa’ or 
‘futon.’ To help them build their vocabulary, you can add ‘divan’ and ‘settee.’

Sentence building. Special educator Jennifer Little, PhD, recommends constructing sentences to 
help your child enhance and use their descriptive language. Start with a flower, for example, and 
ask your child the color of the flower. Then create a full sentence (“The flower is red,”) and ask 
them to repeat it. Ask for more information about the flower. If your child says that the flower has 
green leaves, help them incorporate that detail into the sentence: “The red flower has green 
leaves.” Keep building until your child has created a long sentence, for example, “The red flower 
with green leaves grows under the trees in my backyard.”

Board games. Boggle, Scrabble, Bananagrams, and other word games provide hours of 
entertaining word play. You can create a system of bonus points for longer words, or words your 
child has recently learned. Have a tournament and get the entire family involved!

http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/summer-reading-activities-for-learning-disabilities/



Writing

More freshmen entering degree-granting 
postsecondary institutions take remedial 

writing courses than take remedial 
reading courses (NCES 2003).



• Ask your child to write 
a weekly letter to his or 
her grandparents, 
relatives, or friends. 

• Have her write the 
family's grocery list.

• Organize a secret pal 
writing project for 
adults and kids at your 
church or in your 
community.



• Help your child make his or her own storybook. Make funny 
drawings, or glue photos of family members onto silly 
magazine pictures. A younger child can dictate the story; 
older children can write it themselves. Let creativity rule! 

• Cut out words from a newspaper or magazine and make 
your own telegram. 

• Use index cards and label all of the furniture in your child’s 
room. 

• Have your child write letters to family members. For 
younger children, you can have them dictate, while you 
write. Leave blanks for them to fill in some words that they 
can manage. 



1.Travel Reporter. Whether you're heading to the beach or the backyard, bring along a pad and markers for your
child to record the experience. Remember, her first step in writing is drawing what she sees!

2. Water Writing. A refreshing way to write is with a paintbrush and water or an ice cube with a craft stick handle.
Your child can make letters, words, and pictures by moving the ice cube along a paved surface. Then, she can
watch as her writing dries and disappears.

3. Sticks and Stones. Give your child a stick, and the beach or sandbox suddenly becomes a huge writing pad!
She'll enjoy drawing and writing in the sand or earth with sticks or stones — and erasing her work before starting
all over again.

Summer Writing 

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/writing-activities/summer-writing

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/writing-activities/summer-writing


Keep your Child Writing
• Start a travel journal. For each place you visit over 

the summer, the local pool, the zoo, or a trip to visit 
relatives, take some pictures and let your child add 
captions or a journal page. At the end of the 
summer, they will have a great chronicle of their 
summer to share with their friends at school. 

• Write to celebrities. Let them write a fan letter to 
their favorite T.V. character or actor. Many 
celebrities will send back a postcard, picture, or 
autograph. 



Get a pen pal. This can be via email or snail mail, 
depending on your child’s preferences. This can be 

Grandma, a friend that moved away, or someone who lives 
just down the street. Writing letters provides the additional 
learning of how to address an envelope and format a letter. 

Start small, with just a little note at first, and watch the 
excitement as the letters come in the mail.  Make sure the 

pen pal you choose  will write back! 



Letter Writing Campaign 
• There are many issues out there that affect schools and 

extracurricular activities. If your children are of an age to 
where they are affected by this, take some time to 
discuss these issues. Find out what they think about 
them. Once they realize what certain issues could mean 
for their schooling, encourage them to write letters to 
their state legislators. While not yet getting them deep 
into political thought, you’ll be encouraging them to put 
their own views into words and showing them how 
important it is to take a stand in something they believe 
in. 



Apps for the Six Traits of Writing
https://www.weareteachers.com/awesome-apps-for-the-six-traits-of-writing/

• Story Wheel *Sentence Maker
• The Brainstormer *Dragon Dictation 
• A+ Writing Prompts *Mad Lips
• Simple Mind+ *Bluster!
• Storybuilder for iPad *Same Meaning Magic
• Sock Puppets *Vocabador
• SpeechPrompter *Grammar Jammers
• Talking Tom Cat *Painless Grammar Challenge 

https://www.weareteachers.com/awesome-apps-for-the-six-traits-of-writing/


The largest summer learning losses for all children occur in mathematical 
computation, an average of 2.6 months (Cooper, 1996). 



Cooking



• Start by going through a cookbook with your child, letting him/her choose a 
recipe to make. Point out the ingredient lists and the directions for the 
recipes, so your child will choose one that is not too lengthy or involved. 

• Have your child write out a list of the ingredients and then go to the store 
with you to purchase them---follow your child’s lead here as much as 
possible. For example, you may want to explain how to choose ripe 
strawberries, but then allow your child to choose the basket he/she wants to 
purchase. Do this for all of the major ingredients. 

• Once home, act as your child’s assistant—not the other way around. Let 
your child tell you what they  need you to do (within reason—knives are 
always the adult’s responsibility). Help him/her measure ingredients. Go 
through the recipe carefully with your child, making sure nothing is left out. 
Once the recipe is complete, make sure to give a lot of praise to your little 
chef---and also take a picture for a summer scrapbook. Your child can then 
write up a copy of the recipe to keep in the scrapbook with his/her chef 
picture! 



Math Games in the Kitchen

Sequencing Math Games

• Put an assortment of measuring implements on the table or counter. Encourage your child to line up the measuring cups and 
spoons from smallest to largest or vice versa. You can extend this activity to practice ordinal numbers by asking your child to 
place an item in the first, second or third cup, using as many ordinal numbers as there are cups.

• Provide picture cards, also known as rebus recipes, for your child. Each card should show a step of the recipe, including a 
picture of the ingredient and the measurement.  For example, 2 Tbs. of flour would be represented by a picture of a bag of flour
and two spoons.

• Number the rebus cards and ask your child to put them in order. Then, place all the ingredients and tools on the table and have 
your child use the cards to make the recipe. (For examples, check out the Dinosaur Dip and Milk Blender Special recipes from 
Nutrition Exploration at http://www.nutritionexplorations.org/. 

http://www.nutritionexplorations.org/


Measuring/Estimation Math Games

•Show your child all the different types of measuring tools 
in the kitchen, from the smallest measuring spoon to the 
largest measuring cup. Explain and explore the markings 
on the tools and how they are used to make sure the 
ratio of ingredients is correct when you cook.

•Ask your younger child to estimate how the different 
measurements relate to each other. A good way to make 
this concrete is to give her water and flour to measure 
and transfer from tool to tool. That way if you ask how 
many tablespoons are in a cup she can try it out to 
confirm her estimation.

Ask older children to explain the relationship amongst 
the measurements and discuss how this comes in 
handy when you don't want to make a full recipe or wish 
to double one. Example questions: How many 1/4 
cups are there in a 1/2 cup? If a recipe calls for 1/2 cup 
on an ingredient, but you only want to make half the 
recipe, how much of that ingredient should you use?

https://www.verywell.com/teaching-kids-math-in-the-kitchen-620962



Multiplication/Percentages 
Math Games

•Have your child help you double or 
triple the ingredients in a recipe. If 
she is unable to multiply fractions yet, 
have her show you the correct 
measurement, using cups and 
spoons.

•Look at nutrition labels with your 
child and point out the serving size 
and number of servings per package. 
Many foods, like crackers and potato 
chips denote servings as the number 
of items. Using a food like this, ask 
your child to calculate how many 
chips (or crackers) would be needed 
to make three or four servings.
Extension question: If your child 
was having a party with 10 children 
and they each wanted one serving, 
how many chips would you need?

•Use nutrition labels to calculate percentages. Labels show 
how much of a nutrient the food contains and what 
percentage of the recommended daily allowance (RDA) this 
represents. Using that information your older child can 
calculate how much the RDA is.

•Consider a serving of graham crackers that has 24 grams 
of carbohydrates, fulfilling 8% of the RDA. This can be 
made into a simple algebraic sentence: 24 is to X as 8 is to 
100 or 24/X = 8/100.

•Cross multiply (top number times bottom number) the two 
known numbers and divide by the other known number to 
get the RDA. In this example this would be 24 x 100 = 2400; 
and 2400 /8 = 300. So, the RDA of carbohydrates is 300 
grams. 



Division Math Games

•Ask your child to help you figure out how to make half of a recipe. Show her the amounts of each ingredient and 
explain that you need to use exactly half of each one. Have her use numerical division if she is old enough or 
show you the correct measuring implements if she is too young to use the numbers.



Summer School at the Grocery Store 



Object of this Learning Game 
• The object of this role-play game is for your 

child to exercise skills and apply them in a 
playful, real-life situation. 

• Children will perform organizational and 
planning activities, perform math operations, 
write lists with important details, estimate 
costs and time, and gain important real-life 
skills. 

• This is a role-playing spy game wherein your 
child becomes the “agent.”



Planning & Playing the Game
Your agent's mission is to gather important intelligence data on 
the objects in your pantry, refrigerator, and throughout your 
household. The data is critical to the success of your next 
requisition mission at 5:00 PM or eighteen hundred hours. Some 
fun possibilities to make this activity more of an adventure 
include using walkie talkies, camouflage gear, paper, pencil, 
calculator, a watch or stopwatch, a backpack for the gear, a 
flashlight if at night or for closet browsing, snacks, role play, 
interviews with family members, planted clues throughout the 
house (also with misleading clues), and any other creative ideas 
you can involve.



The variations on this game are limited only by your imagination. Learning games such 
as these are powerful ways for students to learn in an emotionally engaging way. They 
will remember these experiences for a long time and will gain valuable experience in 
applying learned concepts to real-world-like situations. Okay agents, now get going!

Taken from: About.Com Learning Disabilities, “Summer School Activities at Home—Do-it-Yourself Summer School Activities.



Grocery Game 
• Cut out photos of grocery items from magazines, 

catalogs, and flyers. Help your child glue them to 
individual index cards. As you develop your 
grocery list, ask your child to find the picture of the 
needed item. Ask your child to count the cards to 
determine how many items you need. 

• For added challenge, have your child group items 
by food group and count the number of items in 
each group. 



Estimation:

•Before shopping, have your child write down an estimate of the cost 
of each item on the grocery list.

•Use the produce scale: Explain to her that each pound is divided into 
16 ounces. Tell her how many pounds of fruit you wish to purchase, 
and estimate how many pieces of fruit you will need to bring it to the 
desired weight.

•Let him hold different types of vegetables that weigh approximately 
the same amount (potatoes and onions work well). Have him put one 
in each hand and estimate which one is heavier, then use the scale to 
test his estimation.

•Before you check out, let your child examine the full cart. Ask her to 
estimate how many bags it will take to pack away all of the items. She 
can also estimate the total cost of the cart.

Addition/Subtraction:

• Use the shopping list on which your child estimated the cost of 
the items. Have him add up his estimated total and subtract it 
from your budget. Is his estimation under budget? Use 
subtraction to see how much money you'll have left over. If it's 
over budget, have him help you figure out by how much and 
where you can cut that cost.

• Ask her to determine the change you'll get from the cashier.

Math Skills at Work: 
Grocery Shopping 

https://www.verywell.com/teach-kids-math-at-the-grocery-store-620963



Comparison:
• Compare the costs of different brands of items, looking at the size of the 

package and deciding which is the better deal for the money. Older children 
(4th and 5th graders) should be able to do the actual calculations to decide 
the best deal. If you've never done this, divide the cost by the quantity to 
determine the unit price. For example: You can buy 2 pounds of grapes for 
$2.00 or 3 pounds of grapes for $3.50. $2.00/2= $1.00 per pound vs. 
$3.50/3=$1.16 per pound. Thus, the cost for 2 pounds is the better price.

• Compare the actual cost of your groceries to your child's earlier estimation.
• Compare the quality of items vs. the cost per unit and discuss whether 

quality makes a difference in terms of getting the best deal.

Multiplication:
• Take your child through the produce section and point out how the fruits and 

vegetables are priced (per pound or individually).
• Have her calculate how much it would cost to purchase three apples or four 

pounds of grapes. This lesson can be extended at home by using the sales 
flyer to calculate the sale price vs. the regular price.

Money:
• Sit down with your child and the sales flyer. Give him an assortment of coins 

and bills to work with. Then, pick a few items in the flyer and ask him to show 
you the money needed to purchase the items.

• Provide older children with coupons, the sales flyer and a calculator. Ask them 
to figure out how much certain items would cost if you used the coupons.

• Extension questions: Is it worth it to buy the more expensive brand with the 
coupon or is the generic still cheaper? Does that change if the store has a 
double coupon policy?

Math Skills at Work: 
Grocery Shopping 

https://www.verywell.com/teach-kids-math-at-the-grocery-store-620963



Grouping Groceries 
• As you put away groceries, play Guess My Rule. Group 

items based on a common feature—such as cold items 
or canned items. Challenge your child to guess what rule 
you used to group items. 

• Switch roles an ask her to use another rule to regroup 
the items. See if you can guess her rule—glass jars, 
cardboard packages, food groups?

• This is a great way to help your child develop classifying 
and mathematical reasoning skills and the ability to 
analyze data. 



Clipping Coupons 
• Teach money management by involving your children in your family’s 

grocery budget. Instruct your kids to look in newspapers and flyers 
and clip coupons for items on your list.

• Then give your child some coins and ask him to count out how much 
is saved by a single coupon. How many different coin combinations 
can he make to total the savings—such as 50 cents—using nickels, 
dimes, quarters? Have your child figure out the total savings. 



For Grades K–3:
• Shopaholic: What can you buy for $5 at the corner store? 

From the ice cream truck? In a hardware store? At the beach?

• Change it up: Start collecting change in a jar on the first day 
of summer. On the last day, estimate your change, count it, 
and plan a special purchase.

• Summer patterns: Create patterns using summer items 
(popsicle sticks, shells, flowers). Or, draw patterns in the sand 
or dirt using a stick or your hands. See how long you can carry 
out your pattern — along the length of the sandbox, or across 
the grass.

• Napkin fractions: Fold paper towels or napkins into large and 
small fractions, from one-half to 1/16. Use markers to label 
and decorate the different fractions.

• Design hunt: Keep an eye out for shapes, patterns, and 
designs when you’re out and about. You never know what 
you’ll find in the architecture at the airport, the shopping 

mall, or even the grocery store.

• 100% delicious: Use ice cream to make fraction 
sundaes. Can you make an ice cream sundae that
is one-half vanilla and one-half chocolate? 

What about one-third chocolate, one-third vanilla, 
and one-third strawberry? Can you cover a scoop 
of ice cream with one-quarter each nuts, 
sprinkles, cookie crumbs, and gummy bears? 
Or can you eat a bite of ice cream that is one-half 
chocolate, one-half vanilla? For older children,
calculate the percentage of each ice cream flavor
in the sundae.



For Grades 4–8:

• Record-breakers: Use a stopwatch to time yourself running, roller 
blading, swimming, or biking. Then try to beat your time. Be sure to 
keep the distance you’re moving the same for each trial. Graph the 
results. (You may need a partner for this.)

• Where will you be? Using a map, calculate where you will you be if 
you travel 20, 50, 100, or 1,000 miles from home.

• How many ways? As you’re exploring your neighborhood during 
the summer, how many routes can you take to the school, the 
grocery store, the mall, or your friend’s house? The catch: No 
backtracking, and you must take a new route each time.

• Let’s eat: Prepare a meal or dish for the family. Before you go to the 
supermarket, find a recipe, write what you need and how much. At 
the supermarket, choose the best-priced option.



Gather your materials. You will need a sidewalk or 
road, sidewalk chalk, some pebbles to use as place 
markers and a young mathematician or two.

Start by drawing a number line on the ground. Ours 
went from 0-50 by 5’s and I used one big step to 
measure between the numbers. Ours did not have 
marks to mark each number on the line but if you 
want to you can do this. I had my son estimate where 
those numbers would be when he needed to.

I wrote out equations that my son has been working 
on doing mentally. This is our way of drilling without 
drilling. 

Call out the equation and have them place a pebble 
on the answer.

For younger players have them simply find the 
number and step on it. For my daughter after she 
walked the line and counted by 5s I called out the 
numbers on either end of the line so she was 
bopping from one end to the other and learning as 
she went.

http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2014/0
3/outdoor-number-line-activity.html

http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2014/03/outdoor-number-line-activity.html


Play putt-putt golf and 
have kids keep track 

of their scores. 



You can print off a calendar online, or use one you already have. 
Make it more meaningful by having students color in special days and 
holidays. Then ask questions:
• How many days until it’s the next month?
• How many Saturdays are in this month?
• Count 10 days from today, what day of the week will it be?
• How many days until the next holiday?

Many early elementary classes have a large calendar set up in the 
classroom for calendar time. Use that time to do a bit of math too. 
Count the days together, have a countdown to a certain day, and talk 
about the number of days in a week/month/year. Work on problems 
together: how many days are in two weeks, two months, etc.

CALENDAR



Play some music that will help kids learn         
(and remember!) academic content. 
• www.mathraps.com
• www.songsforteaching.com

These sites offer music that the entire family can 
listen to on short or long drives, and that teach 
everything from the times tables to the number 
line at the same time. 

http://www.mathraps.com/
http://www.songsforteaching.com/


Great! Schools Math Tips for Every Grade 
Too many kids get math-phobic as they get older. Here's how to keep your child 

passionate about math from kindergarten through high school. 

http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/math-tips-every-grade/

http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/math-tips-every-grade/


Computer Games
•www.coolmath.com

•www.mathplayground.com 
•www.funbrain.com

• http://calculationnation.nctm.org 



Practice Math at Home 
• Create a map for your kids to find their way; 
• Sorting laundry;
• Measure things around the house;
• Track daily temperatures;
• Add and subtract while at the store; and 
• Learn fractions while cooking. 



http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/build-math-skills/

Family Education’s 11 Everyday Ways to Learn Math While Having Fun 

https://www.familyeducation.com/school/summer-learning/11-everyday-ways-learn-
math-while-having-fun

http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/build-math-skills/
https://www.familyeducation.com/school/summer-learning/11-everyday-ways-learn-math-while-having-fun


14 Fun Ways to Study Math Facts

1. Roll of the Dice: Roll two dice and say the math facts that go with those two numbers (practice addition, subtraction, 
or multiplication)
2. Knock Down: Gather a set of blocks, pennies, or other objects that can be stacked. Ask child a math fact, each time they get it 
correct they get to stack a block or penny. Go until the stack falls over or until they know all of their facts.
3. Whiteboard/chalkboard: Write down facts on a whiteboard or chalkboard.
4. Sand/salt math: Fill a tray or cookie sheet with sand or salt to write math facts in. Say the fact out loud as you write them.
5. Shaving Cream: Squirt shaving cream onto a table, counter, or cookie sheet, smooth it out and write out facts in the cream.
6. Car Games: While riding in the car call out math facts and have kids call out answers.
7. Magnetic Numbers- Use magnetic numbers to show math facts on the refrigerator.
8. Memory- Make mini cards of math facts. Put a fact on one card and the answer on another card. Lay these face down on the 
table and take turns finding matches.
9. Water Wash- Use a paintbrush and water to write math facts on the sidewalk.
10. Facts with a beat- Clap or snap math facts. Speed up the rhythm as kids get better at their facts.
11. Cards- Deal a set of playing cards to two players. Each player plays one card face up, the first one to yell out the math fact that 
goes with those cards gets to keep the cards (decide on addition, subtraction, or multiplication before play begins). The player who 
collects the most cards wins.
12. Finger Tracing- Use small candies to show math facts. Eat all the candies when you get all of the math facts correct.
13. Jumping Beans- Grab a jump rope and say math facts each time you jump the rope.
14. Bounce and compute- Say your math facts while bouncing a ball. Say one number for each bounce. Try to say an entire math 
fact before the ball bounces again.



Technology Math Resources

1. iKnow That Math- http://www.iknowthat.com/com/L3?Area=L2_Math

2. Tut Pup Math- http://tutpup.com

3. Cool Math- http://www.coolmath4kids.com/

4. Cyberchase- http://pbskids.org/cyberchase/games.html

5. Escape from Knab- http://escapefromknab.com/

5. www.multiplication.com

http://www.iknowthat.com/com/L3?Area=L2_Math
http://tutpup.com/
http://www.coolmath4kids.com/
http://pbskids.org/cyberchase/games.html
http://escapefromknab.com/
http://www.multiplication.com/


Board Games 
• Board games provide an opportunity for good old-fashioned fun with your child and 

help to build mathematical reasoning and computation skills. 

• Consider establishing a weekly Family Game Night. With your child’s input, post a 
rotating schedule so that each family member gets to plan the evening from choosing 
a game to making a snack. 

• Games such as Connect Four, Chinese Checkers, and Battleship assist with 
reasoning and logical thinking skills. 

• Backgammon, Mastermind, Clue, and Chess exercise problem solving and higher 
level critical thinking. 

• Life, Monopoly, Monopoly Junior, Careers and Pay Day all incorporate money skills 
into their design. 



Allowance
• 60% of parents give their children an allowance. 
• Turn allowances into a great teaching tool by 

helping your child learn to budget, spend, and 
save his earned weekly allowance money. 

• Visit http://www.kidsmoney.org/ for a host of 
activities, books, and ideas from other parents 
about what really works! 

http://www.kidsmoney.org/


History



Take your child on a guided tour of a 
historical landmark or of the old part of 
a city. Choose a tour that introduces 

the history of the area or landmark and 
have a discussion with your child about 
life at that time. You can also take your 
child to a history or war museum and 
explore the different exhibits together. 



ASTRONOMY



• Get your child a guide to stargazing, including 
different constellations and where to find them 
in the sky. 

• Get your child a telescope. You and your child 
can enjoy stargazing on summer evenings, 
pointing out different constellations and 
focusing your telescope on the moon and 
different planets. 





http://www.startwithabook.org/summer-science#sciencecamp

DIY science camp: weeks of fun 
and learning!

Parents and summer program staff! Looking for ways 
to bring more science into your summer learning 
activities? We’ve got some cool ideas for warm 
summer days. Choose a topic, then explore the 
hands-on activities. You'll also find recommended 
fiction and nonfiction books plus theme-based apps 
and websites to deepen the learning. 

This site also contains Literacy in the 
Sciences Tip Sheets! 
• Making Predictions
• Patterns and Categorizing
• Recording Observations: Journals and Field Notes
• Recording Observations: Capturing and Sharing Images
• Beat the Heat with your Weather Page
• The Night Before the Museum 

http://www.startwithabook.org/summer-science%23sciencecamp


Literacy in the Sciences
These 18 tip sheets all about literacy in the sciences are written just for parents, and 
are available in English and Spanish. Each tip sheet includes simple activities you can 
do with your child to build literacy and beginning science skills. Each tip sheet also 
includes a set of recommended picture books to extend the learning. 

http://www.readingrockets.org/extras/stem_series

http://www.readingrockets.org/extras/stem_series


Fun Science Experiments for Fathers and Children

http://fatherhood.about.com/od/teachingaboutscience/a/science_experiments
.htm?_ga=1.125903949.1523236461.1462331461

Family Education’s 10 
Everyday Ways to Explore 
Science While Having Fun

https://www.familyeducation.com/school/su
mmer-learning/10-everyday-ways-explore-
science-while-having-fun

http://fatherhood.about.com/od/teachingaboutscience/a/science_experiments.htm?_ga=1.125903949.1523236461.1462331461
https://www.familyeducation.com/school/summer-learning/10-everyday-ways-explore-science-while-having-fun


Churn up a freezer of ice cream!
What ingredients go into ice cream? How do salt and ice make it freeze? 



• Map the weather: Keep a running log of the weather. Include temperature, humidity, clouds, precipitation, wind, air pressure. 
Can you predict what the weather will be tomorrow?

• Invent a recipe for a summer drink and share it with your friends. For example, the Citrus Sizzler: 1/2 cup Sprite, 1/2 cup 
pineapple juice, 1 spritz lime juice.

• Museum gallery: Collect pinecones, rocks, shells, or other natural objects to organize, categorize, and label. Present your 
own natural history museum.

• Hot-weather inventor: Design an invention that you can use during summer. Some ideas: sunglasses that change color from 
red to yellow to blue, or a new beach toy.

• Answer a question: How long does it take an ice cube to melt outside in the summer heat? In the refrigerator? In an air 
conditioned room?

• Float or sink: In a pool or the bathtub, hypothesize which items (soap, dry sock, bottle of shampoo, rock, etc.) will float or 
sink. Test your hypotheses.



Education.com 
http://www.education.com/activity/science/

http://www.education.com/print/Summer_Sci
ence_Activities/

http://www.education.com/activity/science/
http://www.education.com/print/Summer_Science_Activities/


Preschool to Kindergarten
• Splashy Science in the kiddie pool—teach 

power of hypothesis
• Mix Colors with Cookies
• Make a Soda Bottle Greenhouse 

http://www.education.com/print/Summer_Science_Activities/

http://www.education.com/print/Summer_Science_Activities/


First Grade to Second Grade 
• Balloon Science—blowing up a balloon 

without using your mouth
• Create a Fish Art Print! 
• Teach Science while Smelling the Flowers

http://www.education.com/print/Summer_Science_Activities/

http://www.education.com/print/Summer_Science_Activities/


Third Grade to Fourth Grade
• Make Your Own Cloud!
• Make a Pinhole Projector—make a pinhole 

projector and see why images cast on 
your retina are upside down!

• Blast Off! Rocket Science—basic 
principles of what makes rockets rock!

http://www.education.com/print/Summer_Science_Activities/

http://www.education.com/print/Summer_Science_Activities/


Fifth Grade to Middle School
• Bake a Chemistry Cake
• Ick Can Stick: Make Milk Glue
• Foam It! Cause a Chemical Reaction 

http://www.education.com/print/Summer_Science_Activities/

http://www.education.com/print/Summer_Science_Activities/


High School
• CSI Science: Get the Prints!
• Electroscope it Out! –create an 

electroscope, a simple device that 
measures static electricity or the freely 
flowing electrical charges of the 
atmosphere

• Make a Better Paper Airplane 

http://www.education.com/print/Summer_Science_Activities/

http://www.education.com/print/Summer_Science_Activities/


Geocaches are everywhere, from the 
deep woods to the center of New York 

City, and the only tool needed is a 
smartphone. Check out 
www.geocaching.com

http://www.geocaching.com/




Summer Vacation 
• Think of your summer vacation as a teachable moment. 

Sort of like tricking your kids into learning. Let your kids 
go online to sites such as MapQuest or one of the travel 
sites to help “research” the journey to and from the 
vacation site, as well as activities surrounding where you 
will be spending your summer vacation. 

• Even if you can’t leave town for vacation, have your child 
compile a “virtual vacation” by doing some research and 
downloading pictures of events that he or she would like 
to take part in. Who knows, maybe next summer they 
will be able to actually visit the location. 



• Get your child to write to the Chamber of 
Commerce for brochures about places you can 
go to on your trip. 



Travel Activities

Summer Travel: Education on the Road 

https://edsitement.neh.gov/summer-travel-education-road

https://edsitement.neh.gov/summer-travel-education-road


Make a “Bingo Card” for things that might be seen on our trip. Use 
picture for younger children, or have them cut pictures from 
magazines or newspapers. Reward the “Bingo” players with comic 
books or other fun reading materials for vacation. 

http://www.freeprintablebingo.com/bingo-card-makers/personalized-bingo-card-maker1.aspx

http://print-bingo.com/

http://www.dltk-cards.com/bingo/

http://www.freeprintablebingo.com/bingo-card-makers/personalized-bingo-card-maker1.aspx
http://print-bingo.com/
http://www.dltk-cards.com/bingo/


• The number game: Look out the window and call out 
when you see one, two, three, or four of something, and 
so on.

• The alphabet game: One person chooses the right side 
of the road, and the other chooses the left. Call out 
objects that you see in alphabetical order (you can use a 
sign only for one letter). The first person to get to the 
letter "z" wins.



Geography Lessons 
• While you are planning your vacation trips, let 

your child help in the planning. Viewing maps of 
your intended vacation spots with them will 
allow your child to get comfortable with locating 
points of interest on a map. They will become 
familiar with the symbols that are on maps and 
know how to navigate to the different areas. 
Discuss with them how road patterns change 
and the changes in landscapes as well. 



• Before your trip begins, sit down with your child, a map and a ruler. Help him figure out 
the key so that he knows how many inches equals a mile. Show him where you are 
starting and where you wish to go. See if he can find the shortest route using the map 
and the key.

• Compare your child's route with your chosen route. Ask: How do they compare in 
terms of distance? What the advantages to each route? Do road conditions or speed 
limits make a difference?



• Get road maps for older children. Have each child use a highlighter pen to 
mark your route as you go. See if children can predict the next city that 
you will pass. “are you going North, South, East or West? What road are 
you traveling on? 

• As children get older, make the questions more difficult to answer. 



Since you will have to develop a 
budget for your vacation trips, 
having your child assist you in 
doing this will help to brush up 
on their math skills. Eating out 
at restaurants and figuring out 
what tip percentage should be 

left is a great way to get them to 
use their calculating skills. 

Joining in on fun games like 
counting the number of colors 
they see while traveling and 

then making a graph to display 
the color is a way to get them to 
learn creatively. They will have 
so much fun and never suspect 

that  you are actually giving 
them homework during summer 

vacation. 



Estimating Time and Distance
• Next time your child asks, “Are we there yet?” 

help her figure it out. Using tools like a map or 
road signs, ask her to estimate how far you’ve 
traveled and how much longer it will take to 
reach your destination. On routine trips, ask 
questions like “It’s 2:15, and it will take 25 
minutes to get to the doctor’s office. Will we 
arrive before your 3:00 appointment?” 



•Have your child note the time you are leaving on your trip. Tell him approximately how long 
the trip will take and ask him to figure out what time you should arrive. Periodically during the 
trip, tell him what time it is and ask him to use your start time to figure out how long you have 
been traveling.

•Teach older children the equation to figure out distance, rate and time questions. The 
algebraic equation is d = rt where d stands for distance (number of miles), r stands for the 
rate of speed (speed limit), and t stands for time (hours of travel). If you know two of the 
following: the speed limit, how far you have (or will) travel or how long you have been (or will 
be) traveling, it's easy to figure out the other variable. This is helpful when your child asks 
how much longer it will be or how much further you have to go.

Travel Time Math 



Have students estimate in advance what the gas bill will 
be the next time you fill up. 
With the current gas situation, it’s an excellent 
opportunity to talk about “bigger issues” like inflation and 
profits, etc. 



License Plate Learning 

• When you’re on the road, have your kids study 
the license plate on the car in front of you. Have 
them rearrange the numbers on the plate to make 
the largest three-digit number possible. The 
person with the largest number wins the round. 
Change it up by asking for the smallest number 
possible. 

• Introduce algebra by using plate numbers to solve 
math problems. For example, add two numbers to 
get the answer 6 (for example, 3 + 3). Or use 
three numbers to get 6, such as (3+3) x 1 = 6. 



License Plate Learning 

• Have each family member look for and choose a license 
plate and write it down. Remove the non-numerical symbols. 
Everybody compare numbers and decide whose license plate 
has the largest number. Extension questions: By how much? 
What would that number round up to? Round down to? What 
number is in the tens place? The hundreds? What's the 
largest place value on the license plate? 

• Use a simple alpha-numeric substitution code to translate the 
letters on license plates to numbers. The simplest code to 
use is that which assigns each letter of the alphabet a digit 
based on its position in the alphabet. (A=1, B=2, C=3...) Add 
your license plates to find out whose plate is worth the most.

https://www.verywell.com/teaching-kids-math-during-road-trips-620964



More Auto Travel 
• Play games such as “Count the Cows”. Each child 

counts the number of cows they see on their side 
of the car, but if they pass a cemetery, they lose all 
their cows and have to start over. 

• http://www.momsminivan.com/-- LOTS of other fun 
driving games
– Printable travel bingo cards
– Travel scavenger hunt 
– Aluminum foil activities, etc….

http://www.momsminivan.com/--


Online Field Trips 
Don’t overlook the impact online field trips can have on children. If you 
can’t afford to take your kids to New York City or San Diego, you might 
check out a site like Meet Me at the Corner. This Web site offers virtual 
field trips produced by and for children. Founder Donna Guthrie created 
the site so children could explore parts of the world they can’t see up 
close in real life and also to provide children an outlet for storytelling 
through video. The site is open to children as young as seven. “We 
encourage children to get out and explore the world around them, to 
create their own stories about their local community, and to bring their 
stories to us,” Guthrie says. “These virtual field trips allow children to 
explore and share and really become a part of a larger community.” For 
more information, visit www.meetmeatthecorner.org. Upcoming field 
trips include Trout Fishing in America, Seven Reasons I Love My Dad, 
and Around the World Cookbook with Abby Dodge.

http://www.meetmeatthecorner.org/


TECHNOLOGY 



There’s an APP for That! 



• Literacy Learning APPs
http://imaginationsoup.net/20
12/05/favorite-educational-
ipad-apps-for-kids-reading-
writing/

• STEM APPs
• http://imaginationsoup.net/

2012/05/40-stem-ipad-
apps-for-kids-science-
technology-engineering-
math/

http://imaginationsoup.net/2012/05/favorite-educational-ipad-apps-for-kids-reading-writing/
http://imaginationsoup.net/2012/05/40-stem-ipad-apps-for-kids-science-technology-engineering-math/


Limit Screen Time 
• When that mercury goes through the roof, it’s 

easy for kids (and adults) to while away the 
days in front of the TV, computer, or video 
games. 

• Put strict limits on screen time, and stick to 
them. 

• Have a ready supply of alternative activities 
when you declare that it’s time to turn off the 
blue. 



• Have older children watch close captioned 
TV with the sound off. This also builds 
empathy for those who are hearing 
impaired. 

• As your child watches commercials on 
television, ask him or her to invent a product 
and write slogans or an ad for it. 

• Using TV Guide or the TV section of their 
newspaper, have your children select their 
shows for the day. Then have them give you 
a “persuasive speech” as to why they 
should be permitted to watch that show. 

Limit TV watching to free up time for reading!



Educational Screen Time 
• Kids love computers, so, when appropriate, use 

it to your advantage! 
• Enroll your child in a structured, online reading 

program that’s fun, engaging, and helps to 
improve reading decoding, fluency, and 
comprehension. 

• http://www.headsprout.com/ --ages 4 to 11
• http://www.studydog.com/ --video game format 

reading program, ages 4 to 8. 

http://www.headsprout.com/
http://www.studydog.com/


Interactive Websites: Learning Games
• Children can practice learning addition or 

multiplication facts, or review subjects they had 
difficulty with during the school year. 

• Other websites allow you to print off worksheets 
to practice handwriting, math problems, or other 
skills. 



Keyboarding Skills 
• Summer is an excellent time to hone keyboarding skills. 

Children as young as 7 can begin getting familiar with 
home row keys. 

• Good keyboarding skills are a must for children with and 
writing difficulties. It allows them to get their thoughts 
down on paper quickly with much less struggle. 

• Students can usually edit their mistakes more efficiently 
when they can see their ideas in an organized fashion 
on a computer screen as opposed to messy handwriting 
on paper. 



Best Keyboarding Software
• http://www.toptenreviews.com/

• Search keyboarding software 

http://www.toptenreviews.com/


www.dadcando.com

Dad Can Do is a wonderful site full of crafty ideas that bring 
fathers and kids together. Make a wizard's wand, paper planes, 
spaceships, ex libris, and quirky things like an origami cowboy 
shirt (think Woody from "Toy Story") — mostly from inexpensive 
or recycled materials.

http://www.dadcando.com/


Intense physical activity programs 
have positive effects on academic 
achievement, including increased 
concentration; improved 
mathematics, reading, and writing 
test scores; and reduced disruptive 
behavior. 

Need ideas?
Go to:
• www.familycorner.com
• www.pbs.org/parents

http://www.familycorner.com/
http://www.pbs.org/parents


Go to the zoo



• Before going, talk with your kids about what kinds of animals they 
expect to see, what their favorites are, and why. Give them a 
challenge or two---for example, tell them that you bet that they won’t 
see any camels or parrots. Kids love to prove parents wrong, so they 
will be bending over backwards trying to spot those specific 
animals—this will increase their interest. As you are going through 
the zoo, don’t just point at the animals and say, “Oh, there’s a 
bear!”—instead, have your kids tell you what animals they see. If they 
aren’t sure what a particular animal is, have them describe it to you—
the color, its fur or feathers, etc. This helps with their observation 
skills. 

• You can also have your kids be in charge (or help with) the zoo 
map—that in itself is a great learning tool. 

• Be sure to take lots of pictures at the zoo of all the animals, and then 
at home you can have the kids label the pictures with the animal’s 
name and habitat for a family scrapbook. 



Take your kids on a hike on a nearby nature trail. 
• Walk slowly, and give your kids a chance to meander along the trail, looking 

at whatever catches their eye. When you see them interested in 
something—whether it is a pretty flower, a few stones to throw in the lake, or 
a rotting log that has icky bugs crawling all over—be sure to stop and 
examine their finding. Try to identify the type of flower, and if you can’t, 
sketch it or take a photo for you to look up online at home. Take the time to 
have a stone-tossing contest, and then talk about which stones skip across 
the water best and why. Grab your camera and take a few photos of the 
rotting log with its bugs so that you can find out what kind of bugs they are 
on the internet later, and then ask your kids why they think the log is rotting 
and where it came from. 

• The idea here is to take a normal event---a hike in the woods—and turn 
it into a learning experience by taking the time to discover new things 
about your surroundings through your children’s eyes. Let your kids 
lead the experience, and it will be more fun for them. 



Use Nature’s Classroom 
• Nature provides infinite opportunities to learn. A trip to 

the beach can lea to learning about tide pools, the habits 
of ocean birds, and even how the tides work. For 
instance, on a trip to the beach, you could find out what 
kinds of animals you might find, check the tide charts to 
see when low tide will be, and observe the way erosion 
has changed the dunes near your beach blanket. 

• Is your child interested in frogs or butterflies? Adopting a 
tadpole or caterpillar and nurturing it throughout its 
metamorphosis provides lessons no traditional 
classroom ever could. 



https://www.natureworkseverywhere.org/resources/

Nature Works Everywhere gives teachers, students and families everything they 
need to start exploring and understanding nature around the globe alongside Nature 
Conservancy scientists. 

Kids Gardening
http://www.kidsgardening.

org/garden-activities/

Family Education’s 10 Hands-On Nature Activities for Kids 
https://www.familyeducation.com/fun/nature-activities/10-hands-nature-activities-kids

https://www.natureworkseverywhere.org/resources/
http://www.kidsgardening.org/garden-activities/
https://www.familyeducation.com/fun/nature-activities/10-hands-nature-activities-kids


Snap ‘N Learn 
Snap a picture of things your child(ren) are curious about and try to figure it out! 



SUMMER ACTIVITIES 
Great summer crafts, recipes, games, party ideas and more awesome
Family fun ideas for the summer season. 

https://family.disney.com/summer/

https://family.disney.com/summer/


Home Theater 

• Create a stage where your children can 
put on plays, do dramatic readings, 
recite poems, and sing songs. 

• Assign everyone in the family part of a 
one-act play to read. 

• Perform for the grandparents. 
• Go to plays or children’s theater 

presentations to pick up acting and 
production tips. 



Picnic Learning

Let your kids take charge of a 
family picnic. Give them a 

budget and let them plan the 
menu, shop for the food, and 

pack everything. For more 
challenge, add nutritional goals, 

such as grams of protein per 
serving and overall calories. 

Also—Have your kids plan and lead the games for the family picnic! 



Pan for Gold

Bury pennies in a sandbox and have 
children use colanders or sieves to 
find them. Them have them count their 
loot. Compare findings and crown the 
winner! 



Volunteering can help your child prepare for college and a career, as well as build a commitment to helping others. 

• www.volunteermatch.org

• City of San Antonio Volunteer Program 
• http://www.sanantonio.gov/Commpa/Volunteer

• Volunteer Opportunities for kids and teens in San Antonio
• http://sanantoniomomblogs.com/volunteer-opportunities-for-kids-and-

teens-in-san-antonio/

• http://parentingsquad.com/summer-volunteer-opportunities-for-teens

Questions Your Child Should Answer Before Volunteering
It’s important that your child enjoy the type of service he chooses and that he has the time to stick with it. Your child should ask 
these questions before committing to an organization.

•How much time do I have to commit?
•Do I want an ongoing regularly-scheduled assignment, a short-term assignment, or a one-time assignment?
•Am I willing to participate in a training course or do I want to start my volunteer work immediately?
•What talents or skills do I offer?
•What would I most like to learn by volunteering? http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/summer-learning/

•What don’t I want to do as a volunteer?
•Do I want to work alone or with a group?
•With what kind of people do I want to work-both in terms of who is receiving my services and who my co-workers might be?

http://www.volunteermatch.org/
http://www.sanantonio.gov/Commpa/Volunteer
http://sanantoniomomblogs.com/volunteer-opportunities-for-kids-and-teens-in-san-antonio/
http://parentingsquad.com/summer-volunteer-opportunities-for-teens


• Swim in the ocean
•Camp at the lake
•Make s’mores
•Go to a concert
•Make homemade ice cream
•Go to a festival
•Go to a water park
•Go to the beach
•Invite friends over for a barbecue
•Make snow cones
•Fly a kite
•Have a water balloon fight
•Climb a mountain
•Have a bonfire
•Learn to do yoga
•Build a birdhouse
•Participate in volunteer activities
•Plant flowers
•Go on a road trip
•Visit a museum
•Go on a family vacation

Avoid the Bucket List Mistake

The biggest mistake people make when creating bucket lists, is 
that they treat the list like a to-do list. They rush through each 
activity so they can check the items off the list. They view their 
bucket list like a challenge, rather than an opportunity.

Stay flexible with your list and recognize that it’s okay if you don’t 
get everything on your list done. Forcing yourselves to go on that 
hiking trip or the camping adventure when it’s rainy and cold 
could make the experience miserable. Recognize that you might 
not get everything on your list done, and be okay with that.

You can always extend some of your bucket list items into the 
Fall or add the activities you didn’t get to do to next summer’s 
bucket list items. Make sure that you take plenty of opportunities 
to simply enjoy the moment and spend quality time with your 
child. 



Summer Workbooks 
• Consider the Summer Bridge Series. These 

books essentially “bridge” learning from one 
grade to the next. For example, the book for 
students entering 5th grade reviews 4th grade 
skills and previews 5th grade basics in language 
arts and math. 

• http://www.summerlearningactivities.com/sla/

http://www.summerlearningactivities.com/sla/


Talk with your child’s current 
teacher for suggestions for 

summer workbooks, 
pleasure books, or science 
and math activities! They 

know your child’s strengths 
and areas of weakness.



References
• About.com Learning Disabilities
• Ruth Peters {www.ruthpeters.com}
• www.associatedcontent.com {Michelle Robinson, A.C. 

Yokum, Amanda Sposato, Joyce Reynolds-Ward} 
• Schoolfamily.com 
• www.ldonline.org {Summertime and learning is Easy}
• www.summerlearningo.org
• http://www.rif.org/us/index.htm
• Education.com 

http://www.associatedcontent.com/
http://www.ldonline.org/
http://www.summerlearningo.org/
http://www.rif.org/us/index.htm


Have a fabulous Summer!
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